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Thanks for the month of November! Without
it |l dm not sure your
had a successful year. You will need to attend
the Annual meeting on March 15 at the Meth-
odist Church in Windom to find out the results,
the meeting starts at 1:30 in the afternoon. |
will tell you however that we will be distributing
$448,976 in dividend checks and that should
be reason enough to attend the meeting. In
keeping with the Boards philosophy on the dis-
tribution of earnings, in 2007 and 2008 your
Cooperative returned respectively 91.9 % and
76.6 % of total net savings.

| am pleased to report that after 6 years and
99 days the note on the fertilizer warehouse in
Bingham Lake was paid in full. Our goal was to
have it paid off in 7 years; we had a 10 year
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From The ManaJoes

Kevin Jackson - General Manager

note on the facility.

With the increase of Biofuels from 2% to 5%
this fall the producers in the State of Minnesota
were having all kinds of issues. The issues
ranged from plugged tank and fuel filters to
gelling of tractors and combines. Our neighbor-
ing States are not having the issues that Minne
sota is having because they are not mandated
to the 5% level of Bio. CHS has been working
with the State and are trying to get this issue

resolved.

We have two employees that have informed
us that they will be retiring sometime this
spring, Wayne Sandbo and Merv Rempel. Whe
you see them in the next few months wish them
well and thank them for their many years of
service to the Cooperative.

As always | would like to thank the patrons
for their continued support and the employees
and board members for all their hard work and
dedication to the Cooperative. Without each
and everyonef6s effort
we are able to obtain each year would not be
possible.

Till next time,

Kevin

4th Annual

Arctic Cat Prowler Giveaway

Country Pride Agronomy Divi-
sion will once again be giving
away an Arctic Cat Utility Vehicle
this Summer. This years Model is
a brand new 2010 Prowler XTX
700. Every $10,000 of agronomy
purchases during the current
growing season will give you a
ticket towards the drawing to be
held in Bingham Lake later this
summer. If you have any ques-
tions regarding the giveaway feel
free to call the Agronomy Dept.

at 831-4580 or 425-2553.
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At the time | am writing this newsletter
the snow is falling and everything is cov-
ered in a sea of white. Being the winter
time enthusiasts that my oldest son Jeff
and | are, we have enjoyed ourselves

needs not only helps us, but also helps
you set your margins needed to keep
your farming operation profitable by
giving you the best price possible. Our
staff in Bingham Lake and Fulda will

of the general equity retirement pay-

ment you receive every year! Our cur-

rent customers realize this value. So to
potenti al new customer s
current supplier returning these kinds of

snowmobiling and just the snow in gen- help you put together a program that rates back to your opera
eral. But, as most of you would agree, fits your operation. .
Y 4 U.W uid ag 'S your operat In closing | want to thank everyone for

warmer weather and spring would be a . . . . .

This year we will be giving away a 2010 their past business and | look forward to
welcome change. . . . . . .

Arctic Cat Prowler XTX 700 this summer. doing business with you again this year.
Because the snow has prevented the Every $10,000 of agronomy purchases l't is our Vvision O0to be
frost from penetrating into the ground gets you a chance to win this popular our customers and employ
I'i ke most winters, | tUD/sForanore detaitscontachonesof i bl gj W8j on is otaking pride
may get in the field sooner than we our sales agronomists in Bingham Lake tionships through our people and ser-
think. That may sound very optimistic, or Fulda. Vi ce 4

but | think it is realistic as well. )
Here are some facts and figures. From

With that thought in mind | want to re- 2005 thru 2009 the cash patronage that
mi nd everyone PdorPan-h e gréwerB i@ceived on dry fertilizer aver-
ning Prevents Poor Performance. Nowis  aged $10.20/ ton while NH3 returned an
the time to plan ahead for spring. We average of $13.50/ton back to you the
all know that locking in your input grower. This is cash back to you on top

Eric Wright - Agronomy Manager
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Is Tissue Sampling Necessary?

transfer of nutrients throughout the
plant and helps regulate plant growth.
Appropriate zinc levels are more impor-
tant early on in a
plant primarily uses energy for growth

early in their lifecycle and converts that consideration of phosphorous and po.-
energy for fruit production near the phosp P

corn or soybean health. This technique end. The tissue testing done by the An- tassium levels in the tissu_es are also im-
|_d entifies a P [ antos sl <Eeonfueted of Erbolaf Y O portant. As_lndus_try continues to seek
nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, zinc, seed corn that was treated with zinc. |_ncreased y'EIdS.‘.'t.'S '“.’pO”a”‘ to con-
and boron nutrients from the soil. The first test, done in the second week tinue not only utilizing tissue sampling,
of June, showed no deficiency how- but using that data to correct the ap-

ever, a second test conducted the propriate deficiencies.
third week in July, indicated zinc levels
dipped into the deficient level of 30

ppm.

Boron is another essential nutrient for
corn development. Boron is the forklift
in the plant. Essentially it takes the en-
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the stem of the plant so the plant can
grow. Boron is not usually one of the
elements that we are concerned about

foliar feeding the corn plant with a
product called Max -in Ultra ZMB that
includes 4% zinc, 3% manganese,

p rd 1% Boson.| i f e because a

As growers strive to achieve higher
yields, not only is soil sampling important
to determine a nutrient plan, tissue
sampling can be just as important. Tis-
sue sampling is a great indicator of

In addition to zinc and boron levels,

Area Answer Plots did extensive re-
search with tissue sampling this year to
determine whether nutrients in the soil
were being taken up by the plant.
These samples provided information to
help determine how well the plant was
utilizing nutrients applied. One of the
most important nutrients to a corn plant
is nitrogen. This
revealed that during the latter part of
the season, the crop displayed nitrogen
deficiency. Because nitrogen can mi-

In summary, tissue samples can be a
way to increase yields by identifying
deficiencies and correcting them in
your crop. There are many products
out on the on the market to help with
your micronutrient needs and we can
help you choose which one would be
the best option for you. Country Pride is
committed to helping you increase
yields in both your corn and soybean

grate in solil, it was r_10t a huge su_rprise in a corn and soybean rotation, be- crops.

to observe the deficiency, especially cause it has been thought there has

with the large amount of rainfall in 2009 been enough in the soil to meet the

in some locations. cropds needs. The tissue t he

Zinc has been a micronutrient that
has gotten more and more attention
over the past couple of years. Zinc is a
naturally occurring element found in
the soil that typically should be around
35 ppm in a tissue test. Zinc helps the

Answer Plot showed evidence that ad-
ditional boron could perhaps prove
beneficial. Boron is also mobile in the
soil and cannot be applied with the
starter fertilizer because of seed toxicity.
One way we can apply boron is by

Doug Clarke -Agronomist
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Herbicide Programs in 2010

Todayds herbici
and soybeans have evolved just as
traits have evolved in the hybrids that
we plant today. Probably the biggest

de

change was seen in
growers had the option of pressing the
dOeasy buttono in

grams when Roundup Ready crops
were introduced, allowing a grower to
spray one herbicide on all of his/her
crops. Fields across the Midwest could
be rid of weeds with one pass of the
spray rig, rather than using a combina-
tion of herbicides like Marksman and
Lasso and hoping it would provide OK
control. As Roundup is still the most
commonly used herbicide today, area
growers are facing the issue of
Roundup or
weeds in their fields. Using a herbicide
with the same mode of action year
after year to control weeds is a recipe
for disaster, as
to control 6 weed
The most common weed that escapes
control from glyphosate in our area is
waterhemp. The growers that have
these resistance issues have had to in-
crease their rate of glyphosate to an
uneconomical level while still only get-
ting mediocre control. While gly-
phosate is still one of the easiest chemi-
cals to use, growers need to start look-
ing at adding different chemistries to
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their herbicide programs if they want to
overcome herbicide weed resistance
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There are many new options out in
the marketplace when it comes to corn
hegbiciGep®dgrams. Wioesing the right
one involves identifying your trouble-
esome wehds in the field. dhe BASF com-
pany offers a new pre -emerge option
this year, Integrity, which comes out of
their new Kixor family of herbicides.
Integrity is a mixture of the active ingre-
dient Kixor and BASF Outlook chemistry.
This herbicide provides great residual
control of many broadleaves such as
giant ragweed and velvetleaf and is a
low use rate herbicide. For growers who
want one pass control of weeds when
spraying glyphosate, the Bayer com-
paaydintroduckdeamewrherbicide
called Capreno. This herbicide com-
bines the great broadleaf control of
Laudis with an ALS chemistry, which
pives ivbetterygrass eostipl. $yngentaa
blso ihds d new sk imix pagnercfas gly-
phosate this year called Callisto Xtra.
This formulation brings the superior
broadleaf control of Callsito that has
the added benefit of grass control from
atrazine to provide two modes of ac-
tion in the field.

2010 brings some new herbicide op-
tions in the soybean market as well.
BASF introduced Optill as part of their

Kixor family of chemicals. This formula-
tion includes the new Kixor chemistry
along with a full
This is strictly a pre-emerge herbicide,
but has shown great control of broad-
leaves around area plots last summer.
Syngenta also released a new herbi-
cide formulation called Flexstar GT, to
combat glyphosate resistant weeds in
soybeans. This product is intended to
replace the first pass of glyphosate in a
two pass program. This formulation in-
cludes the active ingredient of Flexstar
as well as glyphosate to give the
grower two modes of action when con-
trolling weeds.

For glyphosate to be a viable option
in the future, growers need to start
thinking about using herbicides with
different modes of action in their crop-
ping rotation. This year offers several
new herbicide options for growers who
are looking to change up their herbi-
hide prdgram. Your local Country Pride
agronomist can help you sort through
the new and old chemistries of herbi-
cides to find to the best option for

rate

your operation.

Jarred Huber

Agronomist

Country Pride True ValM®untain Lake

The Problem of Ice Dams

An ice dam is a formation of ice at the
edge of a roof which prevents melting
snow (water) from draining off the roof.
The water that backs up behind the
dam can leak into a home and cause
damage to walls, ceilings, insulation
etc.

Removing the snow from the roof elimi-
nates one of the ingredients necessary

for the formation of ice dams. However,
long term action is necessary to pre-
vent future problems. Making ceilings
air tight to prevent warm moist air from
escaping into the attic is your first prior-
ity. Then increase the ceiling /roof insu-
lation to cut down on heat loss by con-
duction. Also having adequate roof/
attic ventilation helps to maintain uni-
form roof temperatures which can
eliminate the possibility of ice dam-
ming. Keep in mind wet insulation and
drywall can result in the formation of
mold and mildew and should be dealt
with properly.

For answers to questions regarding in-
sulation, ventilation or any building re-

lated issue, please stop in or call Russ or

Rich, the experts in our Lumber/Building
Material Department. Call 427  -2333.

Country Pride True Value has a high
volume output fiberglass/cellulose
insulation blower available for your use.

Remember the tax credits for energy
efficient home improvements are avail-
able through 2010 and result in a 30%
credit up to $1500 for existing homes.
Windows, doors, insulation, central A/C,
furnaces and boilers are just some of
the improvements which are eligible.
Call 427 -2333 for more information
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